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— - But « a certain Samaritan, as he W came 
where be was; and rohen he ſaw him, he had 
compaſſion on him, and went to him, and bound 
1 his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and fet 
bim on his own beaſt, and brought bim to an 
| inn, and Zook care of him. ” 555 


TUvavrry to che . 18 s beautifully 
exemplified | in this deſcription. x 


The parable, from 1 it is taken, comes 
from ſo exalted a Teacher, and conveys ſo ad- 
mirable an illuſtration of the duty, which we are 
aſſembled to promote, that, familiar as It is, the 
preſent. introduction of it may not be altogether 
unwelcome to the moſt converſant in holy writ. 1 


A 4. 5 : Among = 


R 


Among the various ſchemes to enſnare and 


betray our bleſſed Lord one inſidious effort was 
made by a Scribe, who zempted him, ſaying, 


ce Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit eternal life?“ 


The queſtion involved the greateſt of all con- 
cerns.---It was propoſed to HIM, who was moſt | | 
| able to reſolve it: and the anſwer given was 
ſuch as became Divine Wiſdom. Jeſus referred | 
the inquiring Scribe to the revealed will of God; 
that written law, which his profeſſion engaged 5 
him to make his ſtudy. He directed him to 
the great principles of human duty, on which 
alone could be founded any hopes of eternal 
happineſs: the LOVE or Gop, his maker, and 
the LOVE OF MAN, his neighbour. The admo- 
niſhed lawyer, willing 10 juſtify himſelf againſt = 
charges, which ſelf-conviction perhaps had in- 
ferred from our Saviour's words, ſaid unto Jeſus, | 


« And who is my neighbour?” His divine In- 


. ſtructor anſwered him in a parable too plain not 
to appear to the minds, and too affecting not 
| to move the hearts, of his hearers. The beau- 
tiful ſimplicity and perſpicuity of language, 
herein it is delivered, muſt render apology for 
reciting it unneceſſary, and every explanation | 
N On. 


« «A certain x man went down from Jeruſalem * 
2 g Jericho, 5 


3 


: Jericho, and fell among thieves, which ſtripped bim 5 
of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed 
leaving him half dead. And by chance there came 
down a certain prieſt that way; and when he ſaw 
him, he paſſed by on the other ſide. And likewiſe 
a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 
looked on him, and paſſed by on the other ſide. 
But, a certain SAMARITAN, as he journeyed, 
came where he Was; and when he ſaw him, he 
had compaſſion on him, and went to him, and 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; 
and ſet him on his own beaſt; and brought him 
to an inn; and took care of him. And, on the 
5 morrow, when he departed, he took out two 
1 pence, and gave them to the hoſt, and ſaid unto | 
| him, © Take care of him; and whatſoever thou 
« * ſpendeſt more, when I: come again, 1 wil - 
© repay thee,” Which now of theſe three, 
thinkeſt thou, was neighbour unto him that fell 
among thieves ? And he faid, © He that ſhewed 
„ mercy on him.” : Then faid Jeſus 1 unto moo; 


A « Go, ang. do thou likewiſe,” 1 


That we may a ourſelves to this pro- 
| poſed example, and breathe that ſpirit of bene- 
volence, which our Saviour meant to inſpire, * 


5 May. not be unſuitable, 
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ot To 1 inquire into the particular and general 


deſign of this parable, and other evangelical 
oY as pas of the like OO: And, 


II. To make a RY application of. the 


95 ſubject; keeping in view the conduct of the good 
Samaritan, as a becoming pattern of Chriſtian 
imitation, in due obedience to our Lord's com- 
muands, in humble conformity to his all- perfect 
example, and in ſuitable regard to the 8 13 
of our be eſent meeting. 


I.-The-immediate-obje of ths parable mn 


be manifeſt to every one that bears in mind the 


national hatred then ſubſiſting between the Jews 


and Samaritans. To fo high a pitch was their 
antipathy carried, that they would have no in- 
terchange of good offices, nor any, the ſlighteſt, 


communication; but even took pains to paſs 


each other without touching through fear of 
being polluted. To ſuch uncharitableneſs what 


an amiable contraſt does our Saviour draw! He 
repreſents the compaſſionate Samaritan, far from 


diſdaining to touch the Jew, going directly to 
f him, binding up his wounds, ſetting him on his -- 


own beaſt, conveying him to a place of ſafety 


and hoſpitality, and making liberal proviſion for 
- his wants both preſent and future. Z Thus ſkil- 


fully 


13 
£ 
. 
3 
1 
3 
3 
5. 
8 


8 


, [1 1 
fully did the Son of God apply his inſtructions 
to reconcile two nations o much at variance. 


But, we : preſume, the mend of the parable N 
was not to be confined to the inhabitants of 
5 Fudea and Samaria. Whereſoever the Goſpel 
is preached chroughout the world, there muſt 
the precepts of Jeſus Chriſt be liſtened to and 
obeyed. What he faid unto the Jew, he now - 
faith unto every Chriſtian : - Go, and do thou 
: likewiſe.” © In whatever nation, of whatever 
l country, renden or condition you meet with 
© a ſuffering fellow- creature, regard him as a 
© brother; a brother not only to you, but to me 
0 your Redeemer; and be unto him as charita- 
ble a neighbour as the good Samaritan was to 5 


8 the Jew.” 


* 


It! 18 from the operative influence of ſuch evan- 

5 gelical precepts, enforced by the moſt illuſtrious 
of examples, that Chriſtians are expected to excel 
all other people in the practice of univerſal 
: charity and beneficence. . though Reaſon 
and the Moſaic Law previouſſy declared the 

duty of man to man; yet it was the GosPeL, 
which brought the ſtrongeſt motive and encou- 
ragement by promiſing to reward ſuch obedi- 


ence with the bleſſings of eternal FI 2. Hence 
7 . 
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what the Prophets figuratively foretold of the 
latter days is actually coming to paſs wherever 
the Goſpel is made the rule of conduct. There 
the glorious Era is begun, in which the wilder- 
neſs and ſolitary place ſhall be glad. The deſert | 
rejoicetb, and bloſſoms as the roſe. The weak hands 
are lite rally Aren gthened, and the feeble knees con- 
firmed. The lame man leapeth. 4 4 bart; ; and 
. and / wy flee away. $7 


- Theks,. 3 are the Pr 8 
" of Chriſt” J Kingdom; the happy fruits of His 
Religion, and particularly of that commiſſion, 
which was one of the firſt He gave his diſciples, 

when He ſent them forth to proclaim the king. _ 

| dom of heaven. G0. faid the benevolent . 
| Saviour, . Preach the Goſpel; and as ye go, 
HEAL THE SICK,” A commiſſion not yet for- 
gotten by many followers of Chriſt, who have 
the godlike diſpoſition, though not the miracu- 5 
lous power, to heal all manner of fickneſs and all 
7 manner r of di leaſe among the People, SO 


To this Giri of Chuiſtianicy muſt he avid | 
the many INFIRMARIES and HospITALS, which 
now adorn this land, erected and maintained by 
tlie voluntary ſubſcriptions and contributions of 
the Benevolent for the reception « of the afflicted 
g Poor. 
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Poor. It is not merely to opulence and refine- 
ment that they owe their origin. Such works of 
public charity were unknown to Pagan nations, 
however wealthy and refined. The records of 
| Heathen Antiquity may paint in gaudy colour- 
ing the perfection of their ſilver and golden age. 
The virtuoſo may extol the monuments of 
Roman riches, power and public ſpirit. A 
Chriſtian country and a Chriſtian age have oy 
nobler ſubjects for boaſting. Their principles = 
ſpur them on to works of greater utility; to 
monuments of more permanent glory. Was 
ever country ſo renowned for rational reli- 
gion, and well-directed humanity as Britain? 
_ Was ever age more juſtly entitled an age * 
| enlightened piety and charity than the preſent ? 3 
What is it, but a principle of piety, that now 
enables this late- diſmantled Temple to riſe out 
of its ruins with renovated grandeur? 25 What i is 
it, but charity, that reared and has for ſeveral ” 
years ſupported that valuable edifice, the object - 
of our preſent concern, which is in want of no- 
thing but the. continuance of ſopport? 


7 Was ever Ms: liberality ſo diſintereſledly 
5 ad uſefully diſplayed? No; celebrated as they 
are by ſome for their religious rites and hoſpita- 


ble acts, it i | demonſtrable. that their theology 
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was the creature of ſuperſtition, and their huma- 

nity of ſelf-intereſt, It is true, they worſhipped 

a divinity, as guardian of the rights of hoſpi- 
tality; ; but the enlightened | mind ſees the 
bbject of their worſhip 1 in its true colours ; <v00d : 
or tone, graven by art or man's device. It i is no ; 

leſs true that the pledge of hoſpitality was inter- 

5 changed with men of foreign countries, tranſß- 

mitted from father to ſon, and ſometimes 5 
ſuſpended the bloody ravages of war: but the 


motive was ſelfiſh, and the office thaukleſs; they 


did good only to ſuch as did good to them. They 
regarded not the poor and unfortunate: they 
knew not Him, who made of one blood all nations 
, men. Other objects grand in appearance, but 
uʒſeleſs in reality, engroſſed their public ſpirit and 
attention. Many a temple, indeed, was erected 
5 by them, but dedicated to imaginary deities: 
none was inſcribed To THE KNOW Gop; none 
was ſet apart for the ſubſtantial duties of huma- : 
nity. Many a triumphal obeliſk was raiſed to 
gratify the vanity of the living; and many a vain 
| mauſoleum to commemorate ſometimes the 
worthleſs dead: but no kind receptacle — 
: provided to receive and re-animate the friend- N 
leſs, that were ready to periſh. Magnificent 
| theatres abounded for public amuſeraent: but 
. not one houſe of public ated could, as here, : 


be 


R . 
: be found; to , which the benevolent might bring 
the wounded or diſeaſed ; might transfer them 
to another's care, ready at all times to make 
proper applications to their wounds or adminiſter 
medicine to heal their ſickneſs. Such truly pious 
and charitable edifices could be built on no other 
| foundation than that of the Apoſtles and Prophets, £ 
7 ofus Cbrif Lad] being me oP corner- one. 


Thus ve we en it to by the object of our 
Saviour s injunctions, the providential working 
of his power, and the happy conſequence of his 
religion that men be ready to compaſſionate and 

relieve the ſufferings of their fellow-men. or 


To point out a ede manner r of expreſſing 
"this compaſſion and of adminiſtering this relief, 
an excellent pattern is propoſed to our imitation 


in the conduct of the good Samaritan, which Fe 
1 ſhall beg leave, 


. 'To recal to view, a8 a motive to the e 


obſervance of Chriſt 8 commands, in conformity 
to his all- perfect example, and becoming regard 
10 che _ of our preſent meeting. 


ä From the ED tablet of humanity ys held up i 
t to view it were an | caly taſk for a contemplative 5 
mind 5 


E F- 
mind to ſketch a ſtrong reſemblance. It were 
an eaſy taſk to trace the line of Chriſtian charity 
from this pattern of the good Samaritan. This 
would be an eaſy taſk, but it is not neceſſary. 8 
We have inſtances already prepared to our hands. 
: Every conſtant benefactor to the Inſtitution, in 
behalf of which J plead, treads as far as circum- 
ſtances admit, in the Samaritan's ſteps. Does 
he by chance ſee or hear of any afflicted fellow- 
8 mortal, whether acquaintance or ſtranger, friend 
or foe, bleeding from the © wounds” of caſual 
- misfortune, or © half-dead” from the attacks of 
diſeaſe, without raiment, without money, without 


3 Friends? Inſtantly he feels compaſſion for him; 
| „„ ſtraightway he goes to him; examines his wretched 
| caſe; and finding it real, he adminiſters the balm 
5 of conſolation; conveys him to that hoſpitable a 
| =. | manſion, provided for all tuch, and there con- 

Wt — ſigns him to care and attendance equally humane, | 
ʒßI] £6 ſkill and management ſuperior, probably, 
1 "0 his own. | 


11 might be deemed trifling with your time, 
i were I to obſerve how nearly the original word 
„ „ tranſlated an Inn correſponds to that of an Hoſpi- 
LES tal; and how far the purpoſes of an Hoſpital, ſuch 7 
as THIS, reſemble the uſe, to which the Samaritan 
applied the Inn. As little intereſting might it be 

5 „„ 
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to ſpecify the ſterling amount of che fag. leſt 
for the expences of the wounded Jew; or to 
| Nate, that what was in our Saviour's day fifteen 
Pence (which two Roman denarii made) would 
now, allowing for the decreaſed value of money, 

be found ſufficient, in this wiſe application of 1 2 
. for the relief and reſtoration of many a *wounded,” * 
many a © half-dead” fellow-chriſtian. This how- 
ever ſhould not paſs unnoticed : the Samaritan | 
thought it not a full diſcharge of his duty o 
furniſh his patient with preſent neceſſaries. He 

: made ample proviſion for his future wants; and 
ſtill, as he departed, ſaid unto the hoſt, Take 
« care of him; and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt 
more, when 1 come TOR, 1 will Tay 
"8: thee,” | 


” The hacks: which only half-relieves, is a 
< tender mercy” that may be called « cruel.” 

It gives the ſufferer hopes that his pain and 

| miſery will be quite removed; but ſoon leaves 
his hopes to fall from their uplifted ſtate down | 
to the wretchedneks | of e 


To: You, who have acted, and are - diſpaſed Nil p 

0 to act, like the good Samaritan, it would be 
ungenerous, it would be ungrateful, to intimate 
any appr chenſion here of that fatal change, which 
„„ charity 
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charity ſtopped or interrupted might produce. 
Pet, it is our office to put you in mind (and ſuch 


can be the only occaſion for this addreſs, to put 


you in mind) that ſo long as man is mortal, and 
the viciſſitudes of life prevail, ſo long muſt the 
receipts of this Inſtitntion fluctuate and require 
timely recruitings; ſo long muſt the regretted ; 


death, or fad reverſe of the fortunes, of contri- 


|  butors occur, not only to impel, but to juſtify 
applications for a continuance of preſent ſub- 


ſcriptions, and a bountiful loan of freſh contribu- 


tions. For it is but a Loan, as Chriſtians know, : 
a loan unto the Lord, that we ſolicit. «© He 

ee that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 

Lord; and look !---what he layeth out, it ſhall 

4 8 ce be paid him again; paid him in full mea- 

— fare; not with fleeting and periſhable riches, but 
with treaſures, which never fail, ---the bleſſings of = 


ce eternal ti e., 


gy ſuch a proftable, as wel as reaſonable 


| ſervice, who can, or who would plead an ex- 
_ cuſe? Scarce any, fave the very objects of this 
charity, are ſo poor, but that they may ſpare a 
trifling pittance to procure ſo great a recom- 1 
penſe. Even the Widow's mite was accepted | 
with commendation, and will be increaſed and 
pn. LE hundred- fold. Much leſs can the i 
RICH © 


[ 19 J 


RICH excuſe themſelves, * hey are, as to tem- | 

poral bleſſings, the favourites of Heaven; there- 

fore, they are bound by every tie of gratitude. 
In the ſight of God, they are but the ſtewards, "= 
and muſt be the diſpenſers, of his bounty. Nor 
only duty, but intereſt urges them to deal out 
the due portion of their alms; for by this means 

RW, they will make to themſelves friends of the 

mammon of unrighteouſneſs. « Be mercifulꝰ 
chen, every ſon and daughter of humanity, The 
© merciful after thy power. If thou haſt much, 
cc give plenteouſly; if thou haſt but a little, be 

c. not afraid to give according to that little. For 
4 fo thou layeſt up a good treaſure for thyſelf 


ec © againſt the OP of — 1 


111 is plainly the WILL of our „0 F ATHER, 5 
whoſe will we were ſent into the world to do; "Ee 


it 1s evidently the purport of our bleſſed Lord's 


inſtructions ; the characteriſtic of his diſciples ; TH 
that we love one another as brethren; and as 

brethren, bear or alleviate one another's burdens ; 
that to prove ourſelyes his diſciples, we muſt. 
be united in ſocial ſympathy, as members " 
the ſame myſtical Body, of which if one member 0 


Jofer, * ” members Jhould Suffer with it. 


"Gini are the diRtatcs of our FEE 3000 the 
voy firſt and 1 5 principles of Chriſtianity . 
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The GOD of Chriſtians | is the God of comfort ; 

the Father of all mercies. He is all-wiſe to 

provide for, all- powerful to protect, all-good 

to relieve, aſſiſt and bleſs us. Vea, like as a 
father pitieth his own children, ſo doth the Lord 

extend his mercy and care to the pooreſt, the 

meaneſt of his ſervants. Ne 288 


ll: * = 15 imitating ſuch Kindes 1 we call ent h 
0 7 in ſome degree to the example of the SON of 
60, whoſe ſteps we are enjoined to follow. He 
was the Sun OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, that aroſe with 
r under his wings; healing for all infirmi- 
Wl ties natural as well as moral.---He was the great 
is | Prvysictan both of the foul and body, healing 
all who had need of healing.---He was the kind 
| Farevn, who wept. with the weeping family, 
and reſtored the object of their grief to life and 
health, and the joyful embrace of his late- 
. PR mourning relations. ---He was the righteous 
Fi! „„ SAviOuk, who took upon Himſelf our infirmi- 
oh ſiies and bare our ſickneſſes. And at the laſt | 
day, the day of acceptance and bleſſing to the 
pious and charitable, the day of rejection and 
condemnation to the wicked and unmerciful, 
He will come again in the majeſty of infinite 
power, and as the great Jupot of mankind, 
5 all proclaim to ſurrounding men and angels; 
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ee Theſe are the bleſſed of my Father;” for, in in 
the perſons of my brethren, © I was hungry, and 
they gave me meat: I was thirſty, and they 

= gave me drink; a ſtranger, and they took 
5 me in; naked, and they clothed me; SICK, 
cc and in priſon, and they miniſtered unto me. 
Come, therefore, ye bleſſed of my F ather; 


(0 


inherit the — N for you.” 5 


Ein any motive be wanting afier this? C Or e can 
any human eloquence be fo prevailing to infſtil 
the ſame mind into you, which was in Chriſt Je efus ? 
Need we call up a Roman Orator to tell you 
that, * « Men cannot make a nearer approach | 
© to the perfections of the Divine Nature, than 
ce by diſpenſing REALTH To THE SICK { . Or, 9 85 
muſt the eloquence of diſtreſs ſtrike upon your 
ſenſes to move your pity? No; rather will e 
? hope, that the appeal to your principles, as 
CHRISTIANS, will be ſufficient; and truſt, that 
vour wonted exertions in this labour of love 
are an infallible earneſt of your future munifi- 
cence. 1 e 


| CY Homines ad Tha aulla in re  propius accedunt, 
5 un falutem hominibus dando, e : 


: | Crenno; 


B3 Reſting 


BE. 5 T- 22 F 
Reſting on this hope and truſt, as well as 
x knowing what Advocates have been here before 
Wl || ES purpoſely omit many ſecular conſidera- 
Wit tions; and would leave the merits of the cauſe 
rather to your religious principles, and to the 
convictions of your judgments, than the feelings 
of your paſſions. It might be no difficult taſk 
| to influence theſe by exhibiting pictures of the 
= deepeſt and moſt intereſting woe. And would 
00 God they were but ideal exhibitions! But 
 - your own remembrance unprompted will bring 
BN back a moſt tragical ſcene of caſual misfortune 
within theſe walls, at ſight of which compaſſion- 1 
ate minds were affected with ſympathetic ſuffer. 
1 ings, and charitable ſouls, unable to paſs by with 7 
| RES. Levite on the other fide, haſtened 
1 do the relief of the wounded and balf-dead 
| ws artificers, who ſurvived their breathleſs compa- 
[lt nions; conveyed them to yonder Housk or 
H xalINc, and bleſſed Heaven, that put it into 
* 5 chriſtian hearts to make ſuch ready proviſion for 
ſudden accident, as well: as enn diſcaſe * 


Z.. e Another 
4 = * The necident above alluded to appel in re- 

| Wh — 5 1 laſt. In carry ing on the repairs of the Cathe- 5 

| bf 8 dral, it was found neceſſary to take down a part of the . 
—_ | roof i in the welt aiſle remaining after the great fall in 
4 786. For this Ferre rene was eretted in the 
1 . indes, 
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Another ſubject for this particular exerciſe of 


charity will preſent itſelf to ſuch of you, as are 
in habits of viſiting the cheerleſs huts of poverty. 
Full often do ye behold what ravages ſickneſs 
makes where there is no friendly hand to ſtop 

its courſe. Ye find, for inſtance, the Father of 
a numerous family lie ſtretched on the bed of 
diſeaſe and . Death, at the heels of his 5 


f ile and nineteen workmen ede d lt. In a ſhort : 
time ſeveral yards of the roof above them gave way, and 5 
falling immediately upon the ſcaffolding, bore it with 
great violence to the ground. Several of the men 
were precipitated from a height of a hundred feet. 
Others leaped into the niches of the walls; and three 
were left ſuſpended by their hands from timbers above 
them; of theſe laſt two were ſaved; though, from the 
: dangerous ſituation of one of them, near three quarters 8 
of an hour elapſed before effectual afliſtance could be 
rendered him; but the ſtrength of the third being 
exhauſted, from the ſize of the timber he graſped, 
another effort became neceſſary ; he therefore endea- 
voured to throw himſelf on a rope ſaſtened to each 
fide of the building; but failing in the attempt, he allo 
fell to the ground, and was killed on the ſpot. Dr. 
8 thoſe who fell with the roof and ſcaffold, one only was 
1 found dead: but five or ſix others were much wounded. 
- Theſe are now reſtored by the ſurgical aſſiſtance 
rendered them at the InrirwaRy; but one yet remains, 
N whoſe bruiſes were ſo ſevere, that in all Fe . 
: he will never recover. „ | 


B 4 miniſters, 


— — 2 


; "CF 

| minen, Sickneſs and F amine, demands his prey. 
The poor ſufferer caſts an imploring look for ſome 
10 have pity; but there is none to regard him, ſave 
his wretched wife, almoſt a widow, and helpleſs 
_ infants, almoſt fatherleſs, who return his looks 
and groans with nothing but tears and cries. 
Alas, they have nothing elſe to give! The 
trifling pittance faved in days of health is ex- 
pended in a lingering ſeries of illneſs. The 
benefit ariſing from the wife s labour 1s. pe. 
_ cluded by attendance on her huſband. The 
4 children, too young to maintain themſelves, 
can do nothing to leſſen their parents“ wants. 


A Their ſole ſupport, their only patrimony is their 
1 father's health and ſtrength, and thoſe are now 
=—_ ſinking into the grave, unleſs Providence 1 
+ ow _ pity ſend ſome good Samaritan, to apply the : 


healing balm, to comfort the broken-hearted, 
and turn their wretchedneſs into Joy. 


That I may treſpaſs no longer on your patience; _ 
no longer detain you from the exquiſite luxury 
of expreſſing the SAMARITAN'S compaſſion, and 
. enjoying his ſenſations, I will now transfer my 
k 1 office to a more able pleader; a pleader, that 1 
VV every one preſent feels in his own breaſt, 
Wl ready to ſupply what I have omitted, and * 
„ improve what I have febly, but heartily, by 
{ . ſuggeſted, | 
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80 may che Le ings of thouſands, who hav 


been; or ſhall be, ready to periſh, come upon you! 
And when ye yourſelves are brought down to 


the bed of languiſbing; when ſickneſs and forrow 


compals you about, and the pains of death invade 
your mortal frames; may the Lord of life and 
death ſtrengthen, comfort and relieve you! And 
when the changes and chances of this uncertain 
life are over, and all the diſtinctions, which rank 
or fortune raiſes, are laid low in duſt; may your 
experience prove that CnaRITVY never failetb! 
May ye find your good deeds on earth recorded 
in Heaven, and be welcomed to the glorious 
recompenſe of Chriſtian n un- 
— . ad f ETERNAL LIFE | 2 


= OREN — — — ere 


0 


—— — 


— — — 


” 0 


Fon Thr Bexzrir or THE CHarITY-SCHOOLs; 


PARISH-CHURCH OF sr. PETER, 


H EREFORD, on 
on THURSDAY, 14th OCTOBER, 1790, 


By JOHN CLUTTON, M. 4. 
155 : 5 eros or KIN 3 Lex, SUN EFORDSKIRE. 


* 


HEREFORD: 


PRINTED AT THE OFFICE IN THE HIGH-TOWN. 


* - . 
7 3 3 OR — 4 - 2; 
nere F i, — 
— — — my 


; THE RIGHT REVEREND 


THE LORD BISHOP OF HEREFORD, 


: 0 o THE | | 
Reverend T HOMAS Russxrr, M. Ar 
Ds TI 
Mr. SanvEL Jouxsox, | 
 STEWARDS FOR THE CHARITY - SCHOOLS, 


AND ro EVERY OTHER 


PATRON oF THOSE SEMINARIES oF MORAL AND 
. RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION, | 


rats sERMON. 


| PUBLISHED IN OBEDIENCE 10 


als LORDSHIP" 8 COMMAND, 


AT THEIR REQUEST, 


© 117171717 ay AIG 21 
5 ee En Nr £237 
FJ ͤ ͤͤͤͤ TCC 
EPE — 898 3 n 5 7 "Pal 8 
P * r - > Ix Nn 5 8 — WO dx INI Ny 1 


Is MOST HUMBLY 


CC . 


3 


- 
. 
4 
7 . 
0 
> 
* 
* * 
* 
— 
. 
. 
p 
. 
. 
4 
— * 
* ſy 
4 
. 
- 
. 
2 I. - 
. e e ALY er. 4 * 
— —— — . - _ — — * 1 2 —ů — ” — - —=—_— 
81 * 1 — _ * em 
— wy — ——ũ— 3 Av Rd 12 ms 4 * . 
> . — — 5 n * — - - - 
—_—_— "4 8 — 
——— — 0 
— —— * - — mage — 
——— r — —— — — — — 
* —— 0 5 4 — —— — 
N nine _ — 8 e —— - 8 —— . . : r » > 
—  — —— —— y 1 A — — — 
2 - = — = 2 — — — r — 
— f ——— — ä — ͤ— —— 
* — 
— 
—— — oo — — oo 


l R . > 7 vs P05 2 n 6 
£2.54 Ent TEAS n AI A nes Ln F 
J CC ELEC 
7 FFP 5 2 5 
| * 


, Marrazw xvii | 14. : 


25 It is not the wil of : your Father, 4 is in 
beaven, that one * theſe little ones ſhould 5 


„ 


5 Tur ins e firit of benevolence, the fame 8 


pity and compaſſion for the human race, 


which induced the Sox of Gop to leave the 
boſom of his Father, led Him when on earth 
to commiſerate the infirmities, and to relieve 
both the ſpiritual and temporal wants of his 
creatures. Compaſſion He ſhowed to every 
unfortunate object: relief He adminiſtered on 
every ſuitable occaſion; ſometimes through the 
natural means of human aſſiſtance; and ſome- 
: times en miracles Frog by his Almighty 


Power. 
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- Power. His example is left upon record 
expreſsly for us to imitate: his ſteps are : purpoſely 


traced to direct our feet. 


we cannot, indeed, imitate Him in his mi- 


7 raculous works; but in his diſpoſition and beha- 
viour towards the objects of his miracles it 18 in 3 
dur power to reſemble Him. It is in our power 
to imbibe and cheriſh that benevolent principle, 
the fruits of which are in a very important ſenſe 
— eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, and a father — 
0 the fatherleſs:” are wont to guide the ſteps of E 
c Blind”, unwary little ones” in the way wherein 
they ſoould 203 habituate them to tread uprightly 
and firmly 1 in the paths of virtue; and warning 
their unexperienced hearts of the deceitfulneſs and + 
: danger of ſin, thus effectually ſupply the loſs or 
inability of their natural parents. In ſuch cha- 
ritable conduct the Chriſtian gives the faireſt 
' teſtimony, that he endeavours to © let the ſame 
c mind be in him, which was in CRRIST 
cc Jesvs.” IIS 15 . 


Ir 15 _ particular deſign that 4 have intro- 
duced this diſcourſe with our Lord's example; 


becauſe I know not of any model ſo proper to 
be laid before a Congregation aſſembled on ſuch 


an occaſion as the bea nor know 4 of any 
motive 


dling the zeal and 3 che charity of Cur1s- 


TANs. 


Many arguments of a political tendency may, 6 
= I am convinced, be brought to prove the uſe- 
fulneſs and neceſſity of the Inſtitution, in behalf 
of which I am called upon to plead. But 1 
would rather ſuppoſe it needleſs to recite them 


Here; becauſe none but Pagans can want reaſons 


: for doing good, Were told of the neceſſities of 
| helpleſs © little ones,” the conduct of our Savi- 
our towards them, and the revealed will of God 
concerning them. Yet, needleſs as it may be to 
addreſs arguments in favour of this Inſtitution to 
Lou, whoſe experience hath aſcertained its utility, 
ve would have the uninformed, the unfeeling and 
the avaricious know, that it is an Inſtitution eſtab- | 
liſhed on principles of REASON and CrvIL. Po- 


LICY, as well as Charity and true Raps 0 


* the beſt regulated Politics it - has ever been | 
a maxim of wiſdom, that to prevent the com- 
_ miſſion of crimes is a fafer and better expedient ; 


than to puniſh it. This maxim, founded in 


| humanity as well as reaſon, awakened the atten- 
tion of ſome ancient republics to the careful : 
| | education and diſcipline of youth. In Sparta, oy 


motive that ſhould ts more influence i in kin⸗ 


; 4 
a 
bi 
# 
| 

1 

1 


* Pom 


on — 2 


for inſtance, the children of the poor became 
the adopted children of the ſtate. Their edu- 
cation, peculiarly adapted for forming mem- 
bers of that community, was provided at the 
public expence. Their morals and behaviour 
were objects of general concern and attention; - 
but particularly to old men were given the autho- 
rity of parents over them, and the charge 1 
applauding or reprehending their conduct. The 
gocd effects of this ſyſtem crowned their hopes, 
and made ample amends for their pains. : 
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But why do we go for examples to diſtant 


ages and heathen nations, when modern times 
and a Chriſtian country furniſh an inſtance of no 
leſs care taken to educate the riſing g generation? 
In the northern part of this iland it is by law 
enacted © that there be a ſchool ſettled and eſtab- 
“ liſhed, and a ſchoolmaſter appointed in every 
« « pariſh. That the execution of this Act has 
been carefully attended to we learn from me - 
| beſt authority. We are informed that many 
other ſchools are there founded by the donations 
and legacies of charitable individuals, as well as 
by The Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. 
So that no pariſh is without a ſchool, and in 
ſome there are four or five. In the ſouthern 
7 parts of Scotland you very ſeldom meet a per- 
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Pn who cannot read and write. It is there 
deemed ſcandalous for any one not to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Bible, which is always read in the 
| parochial ſchools.* 5 


To this powerful cauſe 1 we may aſcribe that 
e ſobriety of manners, that honeſty and 
perſevering induſtry, for which the Scors are 

celebrated. This valuable eſtabliſhment. muſt 

be the principal reaſon, why robberies and mur- 
ders, criminals and executions are ſo uncommon . 
. among them. 


. But 18 this my fellow ENGLISHMEN, the caſe 
with our community? Have we but few rob- 
bers lurking in ſecret corners to waylay, to 
plunder, and to maim? can we travel without 
riſk of aſſault or moleſtation on the road? Have 
we but few daring villains, who in the ſtill hour 
of repoſe. burſt the doors and walls of our 
dwellings, rob us of our property, and at leaſt 
endanger, if not rob us of, our lives? Alas! the 
| ſufferings of many highly beneficial to ſociety; 
the depredations committed on the induſtrious 
tradeſmman, the ingenious mechanic and laborious 


* | Sea II RE 's State of Prifons, and Knox' 's View 
: * the * Empire, 


C2 PI ECM huſbandman, 
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T #1 


= huſbandman, evidence the great difficulty i 
ſecuring property from the ſtratagems of the 
_ artful and the invaſions of the violent. The 
widow's ſighs, the orphan's tears, the bereaved 
_ parent's lamentation, over the mangled corſe of 
a child, a father, a huſband, bitterly bewail the | 
want of principles, the want of a religious ſenſe. 
to diſmay and check the atrocious ruffian in his 
courſe; bitterly bewail the aero of human 5 
Jaws to o ſtop the murderer's hand! 


on this ground 5 uſt a i 1) 
it is that Foreigners have reproached us with 
: having the worſt of public manners, while we ; 
enjoy the beſt of Conſtitutions. ce What nation,” 
| fay they tauntingly, ce 1s there ſo great; which 
Mm hath ſtatutes and judgments ſo righteous ? 49 
And yet what nation is there ſo vile, which 

© hath popular manners and practice ſo corrupt 
and depraved; which hath priſons ſo crowded 
2 with abandoned wretches; which hath ſo many _ 

c capital convictions and executions of criminals, 
of whom moſt are full-grown 1 in wickedneſs : 

LD: "ny" be full-grown | in ſtature? 25 


: But theſe obſervations, it may 0 14 will = 
5 not apply to ALL the objects, for whom I am to 
ſolcit regard. e one half of them being 
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of the weaker ſex muſt be ſuppoſed naturally 
unfit to fill the land with violence. 


Happy is it for the Con that it can 
recount but a ſmall number of female convicts 
in compariſon with the male. Happy for the 
Community and themſelves, that their minds 

are by nature compoſed of qualities congenial 
with their frames. But alas! thoſe very qualities, 
which uncorrupted would indiſpoſe them for ; 
deeds of injuſtice and cruelty, leave them e 
to the ſeductive arts of veterans in guilt, who 

taint their diſpoſitions with ſtains of every kind 


of wickedneſs. And when they are imbued with 


ſuch ſtains in the freſh ſeaſon of early youth, ſad 
experience has ſhown how much deeper the die 
gradually grows in a ſhort time. We need not 
, inform the Inhabitants of this City to what a 
pitch of profligacy, to what enormity of hardened 
wickedneſs theſe once-gentle creatures may be 
brought. Toyou we need not exemplify the atro- 
cious lengths, to which an early initiation in the 
ways of vice may lead. PRrovibence itſelf has 
but lately been a public Inſtructor here, by 
bringing to light and conviction a lamentable 
inſtance of theſe remarks. And Juſtice has been 
a ſevere but proper Monitor to all other delin- | 
quents, by bringing to condign, though fatal, 
1 3 5 puniſhment 
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puniſhment a wretched criminal, who was on 
account of her youth and her crimes at once an 
— of py and deteſtation * There may be 


others . 


* The object Ks alluded to is ths lands Ke NAH 


1 a beautiful girl only eighteen years of age, who, 5 
together with WII LIAu Jos, was at the laſt Here- 
ford Aſſizes capitally convicted and condemned for 
gcauſing the death of Jones's wife by poiſon, Having 

lived ſome time in a criminal connection with Jones, 

who was a very profligate character, ſhe was induced 
to conſpire with him in contriving and procuring the 
means, and effecting the horrid deſign of murdering 
his wife. The guilt of the culprits was evidenced by 
_ circumſtances peculiarly providential. In the ſtomach 
of the unfortunate woman was found a quantity of 
both yellow and white arſenic: and the Apothecary, of 
whom the poiſon Was proved to have been purchaſed 


by the criminals, politively ſwore, that at the time of 


| ſelling it he particularly noticed, that a partition in 
his drawer between the arſenics of each colour was 
accidentally moved from its place, and ſo occaſioned a 
mixture of the yellow and white in the quantity ſold. ; 
By ſuch flight and unthought-of circumſtances does 
| ; Providence generally bring about the detection and | 
puniſhment of crimes of this atrocious nature, however 
| ſecretly contrived and executed ! 4 : | 


The behaviour of the priforiers alter condewnation | 


5 war perfectly penitent and reſigned. They acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of their fate; and confeſſed that the : 

' Poiſon was bought with the knowledge and concur- 
rence of each for the — 8 of deſtroying the 


wite | 


To 


others within recollection, who, though not 
themſelves perhaps the acceſſaries or daring 
perpetrators of murder or leſs heinous crimes, 
have occaſionally proved the — and abet- 


1 tors of vilany. 


9 Such departure from the amiable compoſition 
of their nature can hardly be unexpected from 


the loweſt rank of females, when the circum- 


ſtances attending their ſtate are taken i into con- 
ſideration. Deſtitute, perhaps, of the natural 
e guides of their youth,” they have none to lead 
them „in the way wherein they ſhould walk,” 
—— but are left expoſed, the objects of mere caſual 
notice, in a wide diſregarding world, Perhaps 


1 of Jones, and that it was t adminiſtered 3 in a its 


of broth by her huſband! They were executed on 


; Monday 2d of Auguſt, near St. Peter's Church, oppoſie 


the Goal in St. Owen's-ſtreet, and by the forfeit of 

their lives and ſincerity of their contrition, it is hoped, : 
have made ſuch expiation as may through the Saviour's 

merits procure them mercy above, which in juſtice : 


and policy could not be extended to them here, He, 


previous to his trial made over his property, about gol. _ 

per ann, to two young children, whom ke has left to 
_ lament their father's flagitiouſnels, which made them 
Orphans. She, in her laſt moments cautioned the 
ſpedtators to be particularly wary what enen they 99 5 
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Gr parents are yet alive, but poor and illiterate. 


From moſt of them Penury withholds the power, 


from too many Wickedneſs the will, to have 
their children better inſtructed than themſelves, 
In this unpromiſing ſtate how precarious a proſ- 
5 pect have their /ttle ones of knowing good from 
evil, at a time when that knowledge ſhould be 
moſt afſiduouſly inſtilled ! Their faculties juſt 
opening x are awake to every expreſſion and every 
action. Whatever ſtrikes their ſenſes appears 
with thescharms of novelty, and engages their 
attention. ; Objects meet them at every ſtep in 
a variety of ſhapes to call forth and exerciſe their 
, imitative powers: powers that will be exerciſed 
= imitations, whether proper or improper. But 
how ſhall they diſtinguiſh? | The moral ſenſe of 
right and wrong makes no part of their inſtinc- 
1 perception: and their rational facultics for 


want of culture are without information and 


without apprehenſion. Example is their only 
preceptor: example often of the worſt kind ! 
Experience is their only monitor: experience 
always ſlow to come, many times too late! In 
the interim of neglect, Reaſon is overcaſt at its 
dawn with clouds of paſſions; inordinate appetites 
gain ftrength from habit, and an aſcendency 
from compliance; and conſcience through an 
3 early courſe of vicious action and repeated un. 
- ga. E 
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oreffion becomes at length impenetrably callous. 
Neither the love nor fear of Gop, neither a ſenſe 
of Divine goodneſs, nor of Divine anger, was 
impreſſed on their minds when tender; and how / 
ſhould regard or dread of men, how ſhould 
l reſpect for human laws or penalties influence 
their hearts, ſenſeleſs and hardened! Thus un- 
taught and unadmoniſhed by friends, unaſſiſted 
by reaſon, and unreſtrained by principle, they 
regard not the means, ſo that they attain the 
ends, of gratifying their propenſities: they regard 
not innocence nor right, neither the property 
nor life of their neighbours, but irreclaimably 
purſue their evil courſes, till an untimely and 
ignominious death puts a final Period to > their | 
career!“ FO 
We 
- Since the delivery of meſe obſervations propoſals : 
have been made, and much encouragement given, to 


eſtabliſh Sunvay-Scuoors in this City, The inſti- 


tution promiſes to do much in corre&ing the evils 
_ deſcribed: it may afford inſtruction and diſcipline 8 
numbers, whom the limits of other charitable founda- 
tions will not comprehend; ; or to whom full employ- 
ment on week-days for the ſuſtenance of their bodies, 
ſpares only Sundays for the improvement of their 


minds; and may prove a proper nurſery to tranſplant 1 
from into the Cuarity-ScnooLs, By means of ths 5 


= inſtitution near five hundred thouſand children are now 
training up to > knowledge and virtue, The advantages 


experienced 155 
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We mean not to include all in this deplorable 


ſtate. Doubtleſs there are many in the walk of 
humble life, who through accident, remoteneſs 
from temptation, or the natural bleſſing of a 
good heart tolerably free from the tares of vice, 
though unſown with ſeeds of virtue, have eſcaped 
the too general corruption of their order. But 
can Benevolence indulge any well-founded hopes, 
that they will arrive at a mature age uncontami- 
i” nated? Or, are danger and occaſion for caution - 
_ confined to the ſtate of childhood? No. More 
perilous are the paths of youth. Their ways 


are full of latent ſnares. Numerous rocks lie 


under the ſurface of a ſmooth ſea on which 
thouſands ſplit i in the voyage of youthful life, and 
are irrecoverably ſhipwrecked. The ſtronger | 
ſex, which ſhould give protection and ſupport to 
the weaker, is infeſted with profligate characters, 
fraught with artifice to undermine the props of 


5 experienced from it in other places are the beſt recom- 
mendation of its adoption i in this. 0 Wherever,” ſays 
the Bis nor of Nos wien, «jt has been tried, the 
0 expeRation has been anſwered. Children _ 

« preſſed to be admitted: when admitted, they have 
« made due 1 improvement; and in ſome inſtances have, 
e ere long, commenced maſters, and been found 
« teaching other children at home what themſelves | 


« " as: learned at ſchool. = 
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female virtue, and poſſeſſed of power to ben 
plete their fall. And well-guarded muſt be the 


heart that does not yield to the ſubtle ſtratagems 


ol the betrayer, and the flattering allurements of 
_ pleaſure or intereſt, gilded over with inſinuations 05 
: from the univerſal T empter, who knows every 85 
avenue to the ſoul, and ſtill treacherouſly whiſpers 5 
the too credulous daughters of Eve, 7 e ſhall 
c not ſurely die.” Unadmoniſhed of theſe engines 
of ruin the unſuſpecting maid too often falls an 
early victim to ſeduction, and all its horrid train BY 
of ills. She cometh up, and is cut down, like a | 
Flower. Fair and flouriſhing as the earth is ; 
the vernal ſeaſon, ſhe attracts and delights the 
eye with all the verdure of 1 innocence. and mo- 
deſty ; but ſoon the foul blaſt of corruption 
comes; and, if there be no friendly ſcreen to 
ſhelter, the opening buds of ſenſe and virtue are 
ſuddenly blighted, every principle of goodneſs 
withers ere it ſhoot out, and all the promiſing 5 
hopes of goodly fruits e are gone! 


Here chen learn, Vr, Who Huperintend the 


TT 3 of the riſing. generation, learn prudence : 
of the provident Gardener. As he would gather | 
fruit in Autumn, he guards from injury the 
bloom of Spring. Go to the good Huſbandman ae 
and be W . As he erpects full ſheaves at 

8 harveſt, 
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| naarveſt, he knows that he muſt cheriſh and culti- 


i | j | vate the tender blade. So would ys, to whom God 
un has given the power and the bleſſing; whom He 
| | ” | has appointed ſtewards of his bounties; would 
1 ye fave the /ittle ones of the age from periſhing ; 


7} would ye make them faithful and obedient ſer- 


N voants, juſt and honeſt citizens, virtuous and pious 
| i | Chriſtians; guard well their ſuſceptible minds 
u from the infection of vice, from the influence of 
"WE | TR bad examples, the indulgence of ſinful or idle 
1 0 hhhhabits, the admiſſion of licentious and falſe opi- 

[| li} | nions. Would ye make them uſeful members, 


to 5 inſtead of being the peſts, of ſociety; n 
| 3 : worſhippers, inſtead of blaſphemers, of God; 
N early inſtil into their hearts the principles of Py 
1 „ morality and religion. ONE - Impreſs them with a 
J {nc of What is right, fit and juſt. Teach 
1 : them, and inure them to practiſe, the duties they 1 
owe themſelves, their neighbours and their God. 


if And ſurely it is no difficult taſk that we urge. 
„ It is not to any laborious exertion of faculties and 
| ; mauaſte of time on abſtruſe points that we preſs 
\ 1}, you to lead them. The eſſential truths of Chriſ- 


Hl,ᷣ 3l¶rity are level to the meaneſt apprehenſions of 
| tte Poor, to' whom they were originally preached. 
ill; 1 The leading doctrines of the Goſpel. are ſo eaſy 
ö WE of attainment, chat he who runs may read them, 
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if he can read at all. And if i be 
wanted, what better explanation can be given, 
what better recommended to general uſe, than 
thoſe compendious definitions of © « Dury towards : 
c God,“ and © « Dry /owards our NEIGHBOUR,” 
7 contained in the Church- Catechiſin; that incom- 
| parable E pitome of the Chriſtian Religion, where 
plain ſenſe and ſimplicity go hand in hand? The 
Public Teachers of Religion are particularly gs 
. impelled to catch every opportunity of recom- 
mending CaTECHETICAL INSTRUCTION; by which 
the principles of the oracles of God being previouſly 
explained and inſtilled, the difficult terms of doc- 
trine unavoidably uſed in their diſcourſes would 
be better underſtood, and probably Edification 
better promoted. They feel the importance of 
1 this mode of inſtruction from former neglect of 8 
tt; and are not ſeldom painfully convinced, that 
the fruits of their miniſtry are diſproportionate ; 
to their labours; chiefly becauſe their hearers ä 
have had no previous elementary information. 
5 Where no foundation is laid, the ſtructure built 
in the air muſt be as light and unſubſtantial, : 5 
liable to be toſſed to and fro, and carried e, 1 
: 0b every — ef Vain deerine.. Es 


Be it your care, as PO as your influence ex - 


rends, to obviate this evil | 1n the riſing g generation, GR 
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| by having a a knowialge of the elements of religion 
unremittingly inculcated. So ſhall ye lay the 
ſureſt grounds for the good morals and orderly 
deportment of the little ones committed to your 
care.---So ſhall ye raiſe the beſt boundaries to 5 
their headſtrong paſſions, which unreſtrained 1 
; would break forth upon ſociety, and deluge the 5 l 
land with torrents of! iniquity.---So ſhall ye prove 
yourſelves benevolent and praiſeworthy Patriots; 
the Benefactors of the uſeful Poor; the Preſervers 
of your Country s welfare and glory. Humanity 


gives you this counſel: RAS and Porier 
bud you Follow it. 


Thus how | I * ſpoken after the manner of men, 
becauſe of the infirmity of ſome,” with intent to 
5 prove, that it is the ſecular intereſt of the commu- 
nity in general and of every wealthy individual, 
to direct their beſt exertions to the improvement 
of manners, particularly in the lower claſs of 
people; and, as the molt. promiſing mode, to 
promote as much as poſſible the moral and 
religious education of indigent children. But 
| others of more enlarged minds may think, that 
I have degraded the dignity of my commiſſion 
by recommending from motives of mere policy 
what ſhould be enforced on the grounds of Dur 
and TRUE Ptrr. 1 ſhall therefore treſpaſs a 
little 
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. itle longer © on your patience, to urge the nepel. 
ſity of ſupporting ſuch. Inſtitutions as this on 4 


5 RELIGIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, | 


Our Well Landed ee e the 
world to do the will of his Father,” as far as | 
was incumbent on Himſelf, and to declare it to 


Others, as far as was expected from them. The 


former part of his office He diſcharged with that 
perfect Sacrifice and; gil-lufficient Atonement, 


which He made for the- ſins of the whole world: 


the latter He has revealed in all its minute cir- 


cumſtances, and left upon record, as the rule of 


our conduct. Among the various virtues, which 

He taught, and his Father wills us to practiſe, 

 Craniry 1 is moſt frequently and forcibly incul- 
cated. And among the various Objects of . 
Charity (though all mankind, enemies as well as 
friends, are entitled to it under the Goſpel, yet) 
both the precept and example of our Divine 


Inſtructor recommend LITTLE Crrt.DREN to our 


particular notice. The Sow of Gop condeſcended 
to be the Advocate of the helpleſs and fatherleſs; 
and accepted as a teſtimony of reſpect to Him- 
ſelt every mark of kindneſs that was ſhown to 
them: “ Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto the 
© leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it 
« unto. ME,” With what enchanting benevo- : 


lence 
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lence did He ſay, © Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me!” And reproved thoſe that 
would have kept them from him. Nor only in 
words, but in acts alſo, did He teſtify his regard 5 
for them. For He embraced them in his 
© arms; He laid his hands upon them, and bleſ- 
«© ſedthem.” Can there, then, a doubt ariſe, that 
He approveth and will reward © this charitable 
work of yours in bringing theſe little ones into his 
5 preſence, that they may learn and practiſe the 
duties of his holy religion, may be *embraced 
with the arms of his mercy, and receive the 
© bleſſing of eternal life?? No, ye faithful Ser- 
 vants of: Chriſt; He, who declared that a cup of 
cold water only, given to ſuch in his name, ſhould in 
no wiſe loſe its reward, will not fail to recompenſe 
thoſe, who feed them with living water, and, 
what is far better than earthly bread, with the 
words of life and happineſs which proceed out of 
be mouth of Ged; thus reſcuing them from the 
Jaws of ſpiritual famine and eternal death, 7 


| SoLoMON has e and experience bears : 


_ fad witneſs to the obſervation, that * 1e DESTRUC- 
&. TION of the poor is their poverty.” But (TION 
| has declared it Ihe will of bis father that not 
one of theſe little ones ſhould PERISH. And, that 
— — know the 1 true way to bis favour and 


the 


[9 


the conſequent bleſſings of Eternity, He has 


apprized us, that not every one that ſaith unto Him, 


Lord, Lord!” ſhall enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, but be, that DotTH the wil L of his FarHERR. 


Wherefore, my brethren, | ſuffer the Apoſtle's 
exhortation from my lips: © Be ye not unwiſe, 
but underſtanding what the will of the Lord 


d 16, loſe not the preſent. happy opportunity of 
8 85 * 


12 Swe: the deftrufion « the Pos 


Let Opulence fly to their aid, and drive away 
that parent of perdition. Has Carr ſaid, 
* Whoſoever receiveth one ſuch little child in 


xy 5 


7 WW my name, receiveth Me?” Let Gratitude 


| inflame the heart; and Intereſt, if Piety does 

not, open wide the hand. Has Gop made known 
his Will, that not one of theſe little ones ſhould | 
periſh? and were we created on purpoſe to do 

his will? Let us bring them forward in the way 

which leadeth to life and ſalvation; that heir 
angels, which always behold the face of our beaventy 
: Father, may preſent our alms and aſſiſtance as @ 
memorial before Him. 


1 there, let me aſk, 5 "as a Father or 
Mother i in this Congregation, who have taken 
Pains to inſtruct their own offspring in moral and 
I 1 2 religious 
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relipions obligations ; to inſtil into their fine 
minds a knowledge of the ſocial duties, and im- 

preſs them with a ſenſe of the great importance 

of Faith in a Divine Redeemer?---Can fuch a 


1 Parent look upon theſe fatherleſs without think 


ing, that theirs might have been the lot of his 
own darlings, had not Providence been more 
indulgent to them; and ſtill that the ſame Pro- 


vidence can reverſe ſituations, and by no uncom- 


mon diſpenſation cauſe his children's children to 
: become dependent on theſe very ſuppliants? 
Is there a Female among the many preſent, who 
| bleſſed with the guidance of a good education 
has eſcaped the many ſnares which lie in the ways 
of youth; has preſerved both purity of heart and 


innocency of manners? Can ſuch an one with- 


hold aſſiſtance trom theſe ignorant travellers in 


the ſame road of temptation Can ſhe refuſe 


to impart to the little ones of her own ſex ſome 
information of the dangers which await them, ſome 
: F from the hardſhips of their journey: 5 


ls there a virtuous man in this aſſembly, who 


can behold with indifference theſe harmleſs | 
= children; and not wiſh them to preſerve their 

f ſimplicity and innocence uncorrupted? | . 
Is there a Chriſtian in this ſacred Temple, who | 


5 has heard the precept and example of his Saviour, 


the will and command of his God, and can 1 neglect 
: to 


l 31 1 
to follow and obey them; can nevertheleſs leave 


theſe little ones to periſb for lack of that which 
he can very well Tpare! — | 


L o ſuch our applications are e vain! Neither 


your wants, my little friends, nor my hearty 
exertions can affect the unthinking, the unfeeling, 
die uncharitable! All that we have to do with 
| ſuch is to turn our addreſſes into prayers, and 
humbly beſeech the Lord to put a new ſpirit © 
within them, to take away from them the flony 
heart, and to give them a heart of fleſh; that, when 
cver He ſhall call upon them to ſerve Him in 
works of piety and charity ſuch as this, every _ 
one may with ready ſubmiſſion anſwer, 1 
8. 1 cee, to do ty Wi 5 0 God. 7 


WHY may He, who a Us richly all things 


to enjoy, may He ſhower down his choiceſt bleſ- 
ſings on the head and heart of every one that 
ſhall help to ſnatch the /iztle ones of the poor, 
ready to periſh, from the pit of deſtruction, to 
deliver them from the power of darkneſs, and 
tranſlate them znto tbe Rings of Jexvs CRI. 571 5 
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